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Kitamaebune was a type of ship that sailed the Sea of Japan from the Edo period to the Meiji period. Their routes connected Osaka, the Seto Inland
Sea, Shimonoseki, Hokuriku, and even Hokkaido and Sakhalin.
In the area that is now Niigata, the ports where Kitamaebune stopped were Iwafune, Momosakihama, Niigata, Teradomari, Izumozaki, Kashiwazaki,
Naoetsu, Nou, Itoigawa, Akadomari, and Okawa.
There are some museums and archives of Kitamaebune in Niigata. The Niigata City Cultural Property "Former Ozawa Family Residence",

"Kitamaebune no Jidai-kan",

"Museum of Ships (Sado / Memorial Hall and Archives)", and "Minatopia (Niigata City Local History Museum)".

This design is intended that Rotary clubs in District 2560 will open up the future by connecting various parts of Niigata and also connecting Niigata
with the world, as the Kitamaebune connected various parts of Niigata and distributed resources and energies between Niigata and other regions,
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